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The Practical Motivation and Value Load of Preschool Education in France:
Interpretation of the new "Ecole Maternelle Programme"

ZHANG Yan, ZHANG Mengqi
(Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006; Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: In order to clarify the role of école maternelle and improve the quality of preschool education,
France introduced a new " é cole Maternelle Programme" in 2015. The"Programme", based on the needs of children,
divides in a unified manner the teaching into five major areas ——language, sports expression, artistic expression,
structured thinking as well as exploration of the world, and outlines the basic competencies that children should
have at the end of the preschool education. The analysis of the "Programme" reveal that France pursues the success
of all students by emphasizing the equity of education, pays attention to children’ s grasp of knowledge and abilities,
traces children's development with positive assessments, and corrects the tendency of "Inclination to Primary
School", and promotes scientifically the transition from infancy to pupilage with teaching in joy.

Key words: France; preschool education; é cole Maternelle Programme; basic competencies
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The Experience of the Development of Generally Beneficial Preschool
Education in European Countries

LIU Yan, WU Xin
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

Abstract: In recent years, with the continuous popularization of preschool education in Europe,
"availability", "affordability" and "quality" has gradually become the orientation of the policy to popularize the
generally beneficial preschool education in all countries. European countries have provided the availability of
preschool education places through three ways including legal entitlement to preschool education, compulsory
preschool education and expanding access for disadvantaged children. There were three main paths to supply
affordable preschool education services, such as increasing government financial funding, adding free hours and
more subsidies and support for disadvantaged children. What's more, European countries have been ensuring the
quality of pre—school education from three aspect, such as constructing integration management system, improving

the quality of teachers, and building quality supervision and evaluation system of preschool education.

Key words: European countries; preschool education; generally beneficial preschool education
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