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Experience in Educational Narrative Inquiry and Its

Epistemological Value: Reflections Based on Dewey's Empiricism

XU Bing - ou
( School of Education Science ,Shanxi University , Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Dewey s empiricism, as the philosophical foundation of narrative inquiry, is mainly reflected in the reve-
lation of the continuity, interactivity and contextuality of experience. It helps researchers grasp the experience more
concretely, completely and integrally, objectively leading to an in — depth study of experience and realizing the
transformation of cognitive paradigm in the field of empirical research. Specifically, recognizing the continuity of
experience can enable people to obtain an overall understanding of the continuity of experience through the integra—
tion of continuous and uncertain thinking, and further enable researchers to get rid of the epistemological dilemma
of subject — object separation. Recognizing the interactivity of experience enables researchers to face real and com-
plete object experience, which in turn enables them to narrate the real experience, and work with the individuals to
reconstruct a real meaning. Recognizing the contextuality of research enables researchers to view educational events
as a combination of procedure operation and various material and social factors rather than a pure procedure opera—
tion.

Key words: educational narrative inquiry; experience; continuity; interactivity; contextuality
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