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The Changes of Education Discipline in Library Classification

in the First Half of the 20th Century
ZHANG Xiaodi

Abstract: To study the changes of the books classification system of the Education Discipline in different
periods can reflect the Chinese problems of the Education Discipline from the perspective of the category
knowledge. When the Western academic spread to the east the new academic was divided into two parts:
“learning” and “politics ”. After the word “education” became popular it replaced “school system” and
“school” as a category of “politics” in the new library lists and library classification. With the establishment of
the new libraries the education discipline as a pure “western academic” took root in the Chinese knowledge
system during the adjustment period through Bibliography and book classification. Since the 1920s the
detailed category of “370 education” in Dewey Decimal Classification and Relative Index had became the main
basis for the classification of educational subject books in China. But these classifications of Education
Discipline in China were incompatible with the Chinese tradition. These classifications of books shaped the
image of knowledge bias towards system and practice in education. On the other hand the mixed use of the
concepts of “Education” and “Educational Sciences” in the classifications reflected the reality that the nature
of education subject is uncertain and the content was complicated.

Keywords: the first half of the 20th century; Pedagogy; Education Discipline; library classification;

Dewey Decimal Classification and Relative Index
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